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Great Expectations

Londonderry:  Another Game, another rout for Lancers.

Girls Lacrosse

Amherst – The weight of lofty expectations isn’t slowing the Londonderry Lancers.  Heavy favorites to finish number one in Division I girls lacrosse later this spring, the Lancers scored their second lopsided win yesterday in as many contests.  Exacting a small bit of revenge for last years finals loss, the Lancers cruised past defending champion Souhegan of Amherst, 18-3.  

Londonderry’s second double-digit win of the week marked the program’s first victory against the Sabers, a perennial power in Division I and a 15-7 title game winner last June,

“We’ve been working really hard in practice and it is paying off,” said senior attacker Kayla Green, who enjoyed an eight point afternoon with five goals and three assists.  “(Beating Souhegan) is a long time coming.”
Just two games into the 2009, Londonderry is plus-37 in the scoring margin.  The Lancers scored a 22-0 season-opening victory against Salem on Tuesday.
The Granite State’s most formidable duo, Green and junior Dana Boyle, led Londonderry’s balanced attack that celebrated 6 goal-scorers.

In addition to Boyle, who netted five goals, freshman Jenny Thompson tallied three goals and two assists.  Juniors Josie Bezeredy (two goals, assist) and Mackenzie Schleicher (two goals) and senior Meaghann Mellen (goal, assist) added to the barrage.
“I’m not surprised (by Londonderry’s talent).  It’s the same team we played last year in the finals,” said Souhegan head coach Maren Petropulos, whose team dropped to 0-1 in league play.  We are a very different component of kids.”

Featuring many new faces, Souhegan controlled the opening two minutes, 13 seconds of action.  Winning ball possession, the Sabers exhibited extreme patience on offense. 

Seniors Delaney Brault and Steph O’Rourke teamed with junior Chelsea Larivee and sophomore Rachel Dobbs to keep the ball moving in Londonderry’s end.  But passing lanes closed quickly, which kept the Sabers from crashing the cage.

Boyle ended Souhegan’s lengthy opening possession with an interception.  Showcasing her signature speed, Boyle sparked Londonderry’s potent transition game.  The Lancers built a 2-0 lead on Green and Boyle markers, both goals resulting from crisp passing and quick cuts to the cage.
“We had no problem scoring goals.  And defensively we were outstanding,” Londonderry head coach Bob Slater told his bunch moments after it improved to 2-0 in Division I.
Meggie Whitney cut Souhegan’s deficit to 2-1.  The freshman netted two goals, which were sandwiched around a score by Dobbs.  Whitney’s first marker snapped a streak for the Londonderry defense, which held the opposition scoreless for the opening 59:02 of the season.  

But Londonderry began a game-breaking run less than two minutes after Whitney’s goal.  Boyle scored on a feed from Green, which started a 6-0 Londonderry run.  The Lancers took a 12-2 lead into halftime and played much of the second half at a slower pace.  

“That’s a lot of pressure to have,” Green said of Londonderry’s team-to-beat status.  “But we don’t think about it.  We’re in each game to win – and definitely work hard.”
